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ALTMETRICS ACTIVITY AREAS 

 

 Publishing via our institutional repository 

 Education and outreach 
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Publishing via our  

institutional repository 
 



ESCHOLARSHIP@UMMS 

 Repository & publishing 
platform for faculty, 
staff, students, 
departments at UMass 
Medical School 

 Supported by Library 

 Open access 

 Software: bepress 
Digital Commons 

 

http://escholarship.umassmed.edu 

http://escholarship.umassmed.edu/


LIBRARY AS PUBLISHER 



WHY EXPLORE ALTMETRICS? 
 Currently no option to publicly display item 

download counts on our repository platform 

 Provide new IR services and demonstrate value 
 Content recruitment 

 Assessment 

 Integrate social media impact data 
 Showcase social importance of our content 

 Add more context and meaning to download counts 



http://escholarship.umassmed.edu/jeslib/vol2/iss2/1/ 

Altmetric.com can track 
items with a DOI, handle, 
or other recognized 
scholarly identifier 
(something other than a 
URL alone). 





ALTMETRICS FOR IRS 
Value Concerns 

Deliver useful measure of impact for non-
journal publications: dissertations, posters, 
datasets, books 
 

Sustainability: Workload implications to 
implement DOIs in other areas of the IR; 
Future service costs & platform integration 
restrictions 
 

Help IR managers demonstrate impact of 
open access, recruit new content, 
showcase social importance of content, & 
add more context and meaning to 
download counts 

Can altmetrics be sophisticated and reliable 
enough to capture true impact?   
 

Provide authors with a more 
comprehensive understanding of their 
readership & lead to new collaborators 

Low or 0 metrics may discourage or dissuade 
authors from participating 
 

Supply authors, IR managers & their 
institutions with data on public impact of 
research for funders and other stakeholders 

Potentially harmful if used as the sole means 
of evaluating research impact or researchers 
 
 



ALTMETRICS ACTIVITY AREA 

 

 

Education and outreach 

 



 

 

 



LIBRARY INSTRUCTION 



http://impactstory.org/SherryPagoto 
 

http://impactstory.org/SherryPagoto


http://escholarship.umassmed.edu/chr_symposium/2013/posters/1/ 

http://escholarship.umassmed.edu/chr_symposium/2013/posters/1/




 
Thank you! 

 
Lisa Palmer 

Lisa.Palmer@umassmed.edu 
@lapalmer14 

http://works.bepress.com/lisa_palmer   
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4116-1279 
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