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Presentation Notes
Hello!  My name is Sharon Fitzgerald, I’m head of Technical Services at Fogler Library at the University of Maine.  My department has been involved with digitization of unique holdings in our collection since about 2002.  In these first 15 years we have worked with two different digital scanning products and have moved from a scattered number of home grown databases towards the goal of a single integrated portal.   Our electronic theses and dissertation platform has been a significant part of that progression..

http://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Access to our theses and dissertations has time line trends many of you will be familiar with.   Once theses submissions were mandated in electronic form we started building a database.  Then in 2012 we introduced the DigitalCommons@Umaine and the evolutionary cycle began to speed up.  What were some of the factors and lessons along the way?
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In the beginning:  I’ve captured the legacy ETD home page here via the Wayback Machine. Begun in 2007, it had some commendable searching features including a browse by subject particularly popular with some faculty.  There was however very little full text access as the Graduate School Advisory Committee had yet to become fully comfortable with open access.  


IHTERHET AECHEVE hitp:/library umaine eduthesesindax htm | [ Go | JAN

mﬁnlm‘lmn'm 110 captures

12 Mar 2002 - 2 Jan 2017 (W ARITITTINT | Illljl *L.lll ] II‘II |ILI‘ Il.llllllh.l 2013

Search the ETD Database

} [ About Search Results: Broad ® Narrow ©

} Browse B

:

yﬁ Beginning with theses published after January 2012, University of Maine Electronic Theses

= - and Dissertations will be accessed through DigitalCommons@UMaine, our Institutional
L DIGH ﬂ! Repository. <Digital Commons@UMaine edu/etd>.

u§ How to submit your electronic thesis or dissertation

IEEE] THE UMIVERSITY OF

UM Graduate School Fogler Library W MAINE



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The notice in red marked the transition to our Digital Commons ETD archive in 2012.   Retrospective work on full text from the legacy site was accomplished in part with batch loading of records.  We were grateful for the consistent data of the legacy site to ease this process.  It would be another 5 years before we officially closed the legacy portal during which time we moved content and built a case with the Graduate School Faculty Committee for open access in the Commons.
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So why move?  We quickly discovered the Digital Commons impressive search engine optimization (SEO) resulted in a dramatic upturn in the usage of our theses.  Downloads of our theses continues on a steady rise as captured here from the DC dashboard.  In just the last three fiscal years overall downloads jumped close to 30%.
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The Digital Commons Network helps this trend, featuring popular resource profiles.  In this January 2017 snapshot for Biological Engineering the University of Maine content garners significant attention.  
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…with links then to recent theses in the Commons
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Overview  Undergraduate Programs  Graduate Program  Faculty  Staff  Research  Links  Home

Home

Welcome!

... As the landscape in the manufacturing industries continues to change all around us, we have chosen to expand and modify our courses,
personnel, facilities, research, and outreach activities to establish ourselves as a Chemical and Biological Engineering Department. We have formed
an alliance with the newly formed Institute of Molecular Biophysics, which brings to us partnerships with The Jackson Laboratory and Maine Medical
Center Research Institute. New research directions in bioprocessing, biosensors, and molecular biophysics give students opportunities to do research
at the interface between engineering and the biclogical sciences .... Read More from Hemant Pendse.

Hemant P. Pendse
Department Chair
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…and ultimately synergy with the Chemical and Biological Engineering Department programs.


MAINE. You cAN GET THEYA' FROM HEYA'
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Yes, you CAN get there from here!  �Having developed a long standing partnership with the Graduate School and the Library’s Special Collections to facilitate access as we transitioned from print to full text online,  we’ve set up pointers from a number of sites to bring patrons around to our single portal.
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search for books, articles, and more

(R Artic



Presenter
Presentation Notes
With a click of a button from our recently revamped home page...note “Theses and Dissertations” button…


THE UNIVERSITY OF
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R.umm:d H. [-lj}.,lt_'r Library

Fogler Library Subject Guides Theses and Diszertations Home

Theses and Dissertations: Home

Search

Strategies for locating, accessing, and depositing theses and dissertations published at UMaine and beyond

Why Theses and Dissertations?

Honors theses, masters theses, and doctoral dissertations represent the culmination of scholarly and creative work underiaken by students at their college or university. They can

serve multiple purposes:

» as models for other students considering approaches to layout, methedology, and theoretical underpinnings of an issue/topic/problem

» as insights into recent research that may not yet be published as books, book chapters, or journal articles

« as rich bibliographical sources given their lengthy list of references

Find Theses and Dissertations

Find University of Maine Theses and Dissertations

» University of Maine Theses and Dissertations (2001-present)
DigitalCommons@UMaine, the University of Maine's institufional repository, provides
full text access to a large number of UMaing's electronic masters theses and
doctoral dissertations (ETD), primanly from 2001-present, but with scattered theses
that have been scanned retrospectively by special request.

» University of Maine Theses and Dissertations in URSUS (1376-present)

All theses and dissertations by academic scholars at UMaine dating back to 1876
can be found in URSUS, the University of Maine's online catalog, including those
that are not available in DigitalCommaons@UMaine. To access a thesis or
dizzeriation that is not available electronically, see the secition within this guide on
how to "Obtain Copies of UMaine Theses & Dissertations.”

= University of Maine Honors College Theses in DigitalCommons@UMaine
Find undergraduate theses completed by Honors College graduates.

. B How to Search for UMaine Theses and Dissertations in URSUS
Click the link above for instructions on how to search for UMaine theses and
dissertations in URSUS.

. B How to Browse URSUS for UMaine Theses and Disseriatio
Click the link above for instructions on how to browse URSUS for UMaine theses

ns by Department

and dissertations by department.

Information for UMaine Students

Submit your Thesis or Dissertation to DigitalCommons@UMaine

For graduate students working on a thesis or dissertation. when your work has reached
a certain point in the approval process, the University of Maine Graduate School will
provide instructions for submitting your work to the Electronic Theses & Dissertations
(ETD} in DigitalCommonsi@UMaine. Once you have been given approval to do so by
the Graduate School, visit Fogler Librarys Theses Instruction page for steps to create a
DigitalCommons account and enter metadata for your thesis or dissertation.

IT you are a graduate author from a previous semester and have guestions or concems
about your work in the ETD, contact Fogler Library Special Collections at um library spc
{@ maine_edu or 207.581.1626.

Undergraduate students in the Honors College should contact the Honors College
directly at honors@maine.edu or 207.581.3263 for more information about the Honars
College in DigitalCommons.

Printing Services

Thesis authors may also want to be aware that UlMaine’s Printing and Mailing Services
offers Disseriation and Thesis Printing & Copying.

S Have a Question?
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…to a handy Libguide consolidating strategies for finding theses and guidance to students on how to submit their work through the Graduate School.


GUIDELINES
FOR THESIS/DISSERTATION/PROJECT

PREPARATION

The Graduate School

5775 Stodder Hall

Revised

Movember 2016
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In turn, links to library processes have been provided in the Graduate School preparation guidelines.


Special Collections University Collection

For more information about the University Archive, see our University Archive Research Guide.

University Records

The Special Collections Department houses the University Archives and actively collects university

records of historical, administrative, or legal value. Several collections are in the process of being
organized and cataloged and many collections are included in the online collection of Finding Aids
available in DigitalCommons@UMaine.

University Publications

Special Collections has also been a repository for university-related publications of the administration,
academic departments, and faculty members. This include annual reports, catalogs, directories,
yearbooks, and many other task force reports that allow for research on trends and background of
programs and initiatives at the university. Some university publications are available online through

DigitalCommons@UMaine.

Dissertations and Theses

Print copies of most University of Maine honors theses, masters theses, and doctoral dissertations are
located in the Special Collections Department of Fogler Library. Detailed information about accessing
these materials is explained in the library’s Guide to Theses and Dissertations. Electronic access to

University of Maine theses and dissertations is available online through the ETD section of

DigitalCommons@UMaine.
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Special Collections, with comprehensive print archives for University of Maine theses and dissertations, also directs users to the ETD in Digital Commons.  May 2016 marked the last theses to be printed for archival purposes.  


Submission Form
elements include:
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e Examples
e Tagging tips
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An important addition to the toolbox is the submission form.  bePress has been great to work with on customized submission forms for a number of collections especially important in providing interactive guidance for our ETD authors.  


ELECTRONIC THESES AND DISSERTATIONS

@D Title

Please capitalize keywaords within the title, e g. The Woody Plants of Maine.

Dissertation/Thesis Title

in this series

D Author

Search For An Author Using: Last Mame, First Mame, Email, or Institution

i P
Email First

Widdle Last Suffx Institution
|

| | [ e |

@ Date of Award

Use the drop down menu to enter the Manth and Year of the completion of your degree.

Season Month Day Year

|-- V||-- v||-- I~v||

@ | evel of Access

Select "Campus-0nly” to restrict access to faculty, students, and staff of the University of
Maine.

Select from the following document types:
Campus-Only Thesis w
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Descriptive instructions at the element level with exampes, tagging tips, public access options guidance and links to supporting resource have all been incorporated. 


Keywords

Please enter up to 6 keywords or phrases, separated by commas. To enhance the
indexing and retrieval of your dissertation or thesis, you may add up to six keyword
descriptors. These will help identify and classify your thesis or dissertation; for example,
geographical locations or scientific names not mentioned in your title or abstract might
be listed.

Keywords:

Disciplines

Please select the discipline(s) that best fits your Disseration/Thesis. Disciplines will
help the indexing of your dissertation orthesis and the eventual retrieval of it by
interested parties. Click here to view the complete list of disciplines.

Available: Selected:

L Architecture

_.i...ﬁ-.rts and Humanities

_.i...EIusiness
_.i...EdLIEEItiUrI
_.i...Engineering
_.i...Law Select »
i « Femove

_.i...Life Sciences
.|. .Medicine and Health Sciences
.|. .Physical Sciences and Mathematics

+ .3ocial and Behavioral Sciences

Abstract

Learn how your abstract can improve the discovery of vour adicle in Google and Google
Scholar.
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Keywords are in the hands of the authors and an opportunity to select controlled terms as well.  Because of linkage to the potential of Digital Network Commons the discipline selections are reviewed and/or enhanced by a professional cataloguer.  
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One of the exciting developments in our Digital Commons as content has grown is the ability to piece together content from several collections into a new entity.  The filter feature has allowed us to provide content display under multiple collections from the earliest days of our Commons pairing faculty and student scholarship under departmental series.  
Even though much of our content is discovered externally, we have made an effort to cross reference wherever possible to improve findability within the Digital Commons portal.  


UMAINE

.

Home | About | FAQ | My Account Dig italcommGnS@U Maine

Browse by Research Unit, Center, or Department

Content posted here has been selected and deposited by the individual campus groups. For more information, see About
the Repository.

Expand All |

11th International Workshop and Conference on Lobster Biology and Management
@ Aquaculture Research Institute
in this repository Canadian-American Center
Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies
Climate Change Institute
Cohen Institute for Leadership & Public Service
College of Business, Public Policy and Health
= College of Education and Human Development

= Center for Research and Evaluation
Articles

= Child Development and Family Relations
Child Development and Family Relations Faculty Scholarship
Child Development and Family Relations Student Scholarship

Counseling

Curriculum & Foundations
Educational Leadership
Higher Education

Literacy

Special Education

Sports Science

STEM

= College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Anthropology
Communication and Journalism
= English
Enaglish Faculty Scholarship
English Student Scholarship

HEHEBEHAE

HHE
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In this capture for the Colleges of Education and Liberal Arts you can see several paired examples which have been expanded.   
Student scholarship captured often starts with ETD materials but we recently introduced a student works series to showcase other efforts such as capstone projects, publications  and poster sessions.  


iy RESEARCH PEOPLE GRAD PROGRAM INSIGHTS
‘ Overview Overview Faculty & Staff About the Program 10Green
CLIMATE Facilities Research Themes  Find a Mentor  Graduate Courses The Climate Reanalyzer [ENEE THE UNIVERSITY OF
CHANGE Partners Contribution Series  Students Request More Info Ice Core Perspectives E'ﬂ MA INE
I Supporters Expeditions IGERT Boms Symposium
Donate to CCI Hosted Research Award Opportunities Maine State Climatologist
Driving Directions CCI Videos CCI Graduate Student Criteria  VWirtual Polar Resource Center

MThe Climate Reanalyzer™

Climate Analysis and Visualization Made Simple

NEWS & EVENTS

CLIMATE .
Exploration &

Climate Futures

0GR Discovery

10Green THE CLIMATE CHANGE INSTITUTE is
' an interdisciplinary research unit
organized to conduct research and
graduate education focused on
variability of Earth's climate,
ecosystems, and other
< environmental systems and on the
interaction between humans and
the natural environment. The
Institute provides expertise on
climate-related matters to the
people and governments of Maine,
eesmamay  the Nation, and beyond.

MAINE’S
CLIMATE
| ENITIIDE

Maine Climate

July 14, 2017

Bromley speaks with WABI about massive

iceberg breaking off Antarctica
Gordoen Bromley, a research assistant professor at the University of
Maine’s Climate Change Institute, spoke with WABI (Channel &) about an
ice shelf weighing mare than one trillion metric... | Read more...
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June 29, 2017

University of Maine scientists find art in the

farthest corners of earth - Art of Climate Science
Carl Tugend | University of MaineGlacier Mational Park, MontanaBy Abigail
Curtis, BDM Staff June 26, 2017, Posted 6:33 a.m. at Last modified June
27, 2017, at 5:51 a.m. Three years ago, Gardiner... | Read more...
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Success with the ETD moving solely to an electronic archive has brought the Digital Commons renewed attention from a number of programs at the University.   Recently our subject area liaison was contacted by the Climate Change Institute looking to house open access content in a single “product” site. 


.. CJMAINE
Dlgltal Commons e o DigitalCommons@UMaine

content integration

Home = Climate Change Institufe

e Faculty Publications

* Theses and S CLICI\I,-III)\-\-II-\IEGE
Dissertations (ETD) INSTITUTE

. O ra I h i St O ry p r0j e Ct - :::IC[,;:::: ;n[::;c::;r;me {CCI) is the hub of climate change research at the University of Maine. It is a trusted
Folklife Center audio

resource for scientific information and accessible tools related to the climate sciences used throughout the state of Maine
llection

and around the world.

CCl faculty, students, and staff focus on innovative graduate education and interdisciplinary research involving both
domestic and international exploration. These studies coniribute to the understanding of the variability of Earth's climate,
the complex interconnections between climate, humans and the natural world, and the unique challenge of abrupt climate
change.

The discoveries made by CCl scientists strengthen the scientific foundation upon which evidence-based solutions to the
world’s most pressing environmental problems will be built, and they provide the basis for our many partnerships with
diverse stakeholders to create pathways to a climate resilient future.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We were able to populate the new community bucket very quickly as we had three content areas to pull in with the filter feature: faculty publications, an oral interview project for the 40th anniversary celebration of the Institute and once again, theses and dissertations published under the auspices of the Institute.  
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So what’s next in our ETD evolution?   At present we’re taking a closer look at past theses in a selective fashion to support a Special Collections project celebrating the 200th anniversary of the state which will be in 2020.
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University of M

Campus Arboret

In 2002 our campus was designated an
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One example is a 1952 dissertation by Lyle E. Littlefield who made a careful study of woody plants on our lovely campus. 50 years later in 2002, the campus was designated as an arboretum. His work included 35 meticulous drawings of the landscape at that time.   Number stays with me digitizing the foldouts was an interesting scanning challenge.  


LIBRARY
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Pictured here is one of Littlefield’s drawings at the center of campus. One of the first land grant colleges, the original campus was designed by Frederick Olmsted in 1867.  70 years later the Olmsted Brothers contributed the central north south mall which featured the library.    As you can see in 1952 this design was still evident  with the woody plants.
The interconnected potential of our digital world mirrors this classic landscape.  We hope to continue exploring that potential to 2020 and beyond!
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Thank you!
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