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Presentation Notes
Hello!  My name is Sharon Fitzgerald, I’m head of Technical Services at Fogler Library at the University of Maine.  My department has been involved with digitization of unique holdings in our collection since about 2002.  In these first 15 years we have worked with two different digital scanning products and have moved from a scattered number of home grown databases towards the goal of a single integrated portal.   Our electronic theses and dissertation platform has been a significant part of that progression..

http://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/
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Access to our theses and dissertations has time line trends many of you will be familiar with.   Once theses submissions were mandated in electronic form we started building a database.  Then in 2012 we introduced the DigitalCommons@Umaine and the evolutionary cycle began to speed up.  What were some of the factors and lessons along the way?
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In the beginning:  I’ve captured the legacy ETD home page here via the Wayback Machine. Begun in 2007, it had some commendable searching features including a browse by subject particularly popular with some faculty.  There was however very little full text access as the Graduate School Advisory Committee had yet to become fully comfortable with open access.  
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The notice in red marked the transition to our Digital Commons ETD archive in 2012.   Retrospective work on full text from the legacy site was accomplished in part with batch loading of records.  We were grateful for the consistent data of the legacy site to ease this process.  It would be another 5 years before we officially closed the legacy portal during which time we moved content and built a case with the Graduate School Faculty Committee for open access in the Commons.



ETD Downloads continual rise
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So why move?  We quickly discovered the Digital Commons impressive search engine optimization (SEO) resulted in a dramatic upturn in the usage of our theses.  Downloads of our theses continues on a steady rise as captured here from the DC dashboard.  In just the last three fiscal years overall downloads jumped close to 30%.
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The Digital Commons Network helps this trend, featuring popular resource profiles.  In this January 2017 snapshot for Biological Engineering the University of Maine content garners significant attention.  
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…with links then to recent theses in the Commons
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…and ultimately synergy with the Chemical and Biological Engineering Department programs.
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Yes, you CAN get there from here!  �Having developed a long standing partnership with the Graduate School and the Library’s Special Collections to facilitate access as we transitioned from print to full text online,  we’ve set up pointers from a number of sites to bring patrons around to our single portal.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
With a click of a button from our recently revamped home page...note “Theses and Dissertations” button…



Presenter
Presentation Notes
…to a handy Libguide consolidating strategies for finding theses and guidance to students on how to submit their work through the Graduate School.
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In turn, links to library processes have been provided in the Graduate School preparation guidelines.
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Special Collections, with comprehensive print archives for University of Maine theses and dissertations, also directs users to the ETD in Digital Commons.  May 2016 marked the last theses to be printed for archival purposes.  



Submission Form 
elements include:

• Descriptive instructions
• Examples
• Tagging tips
• Guidance on level of 

public access options
• Links to supporting 

resources
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An important addition to the toolbox is the submission form.  bePress has been great to work with on customized submission forms for a number of collections especially important in providing interactive guidance for our ETD authors.  
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Descriptive instructions at the element level with exampes, tagging tips, public access options guidance and links to supporting resource have all been incorporated. 
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Keywords are in the hands of the authors and an opportunity to select controlled terms as well.  Because of linkage to the potential of Digital Network Commons the discipline selections are reviewed and/or enhanced by a professional cataloguer.  
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One of the exciting developments in our Digital Commons as content has grown is the ability to piece together content from several collections into a new entity.  The filter feature has allowed us to provide content display under multiple collections from the earliest days of our Commons pairing faculty and student scholarship under departmental series.  Even though much of our content is discovered externally, we have made an effort to cross reference wherever possible to improve findability within the Digital Commons portal.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this capture for the Colleges of Education and Liberal Arts you can see several paired examples which have been expanded.   Student scholarship captured often starts with ETD materials but we recently introduced a student works series to showcase other efforts such as capstone projects, publications  and poster sessions.  
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Success with the ETD moving solely to an electronic archive has brought the Digital Commons renewed attention from a number of programs at the University.   Recently our subject area liaison was contacted by the Climate Change Institute looking to house open access content in a single “product” site. 



Digital Commons 
content integration

• Faculty Publications
• Theses and 

Dissertations (ETD)
• Oral history project –

Folklife Center audio 
collection
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We were able to populate the new community bucket very quickly as we had three content areas to pull in with the filter feature: faculty publications, an oral interview project for the 40th anniversary celebration of the Institute and once again, theses and dissertations published under the auspices of the Institute.  
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So what’s next in our ETD evolution?   At present we’re taking a closer look at past theses in a selective fashion to support a Special Collections project celebrating the 200th anniversary of the state which will be in 2020.
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One example is a 1952 dissertation by Lyle E. Littlefield who made a careful study of woody plants on our lovely campus. 50 years later in 2002, the campus was designated as an arboretum. His work included 35 meticulous drawings of the landscape at that time.   Number stays with me digitizing the foldouts was an interesting scanning challenge.  
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Pictured here is one of Littlefield’s drawings at the center of campus. One of the first land grant colleges, the original campus was designed by Frederick Olmsted in 1867.  70 years later the Olmsted Brothers contributed the central north south mall which featured the library.    As you can see in 1952 this design was still evident  with the woody plants.The interconnected potential of our digital world mirrors this classic landscape.  We hope to continue exploring that potential to 2020 and beyond!
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Thank you!
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